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SPEAK UP

Hera’s how these Meridian residents
answared the quastion, "If you could say
one thing to a Guardsmman, Reservist
or member of the active-duty military
serving overseas, what would it be?"

“Keep up the geod work and come home safe.”
Shea Smith, 14
student

“Thank you for all you're deing for us, and I'm praving
for your safe return home.”
Jessica Rutledge, 17
student

“Special thanks to all the servicemen. We especially
appreciate yvour sacrifice when we're enjoying freedoms,
and you're fighting to preserve those freedoms.”

David Litile, 55
sthool superintendent

*Take cheer in doing good deeds. We are praying for
vl and your happy return home to your families.”
Ross Wingo, 57
.5, Army, retired

*I wish you could come home.”
Jeanne Havard, 48
teacher

“We are prayving for you, stay positive, and be faithful.
We are hoping you come home soon,”
Courtney Sullivan, 21
bank teller

Erin Johnzen compiled this Speak Up
guestion. She is @ soplhomore af
Southenst Lauwderdale High Schoel —
add sagovs shepping, cheering, walching
reality TV and geing places aiith fricads.
Erin atfends Hebron Baptist Charch and
plaus ta pursne & career in the medical
Jiald.

Johrsan

Proud to be a redneck

»

.. All those rednecks went to the polls and said
“Don’'t Mess with the Prez from Texas — and don'l
mess with his Biblesthumping, church-going,
Crod-believing rednecks!”

Marnlyr M. Scatt isa
lifelong resident of Meridian.
She’s beem marriad fo CA.
“Bruddy” Scoft for nearly 25
wvears. They affend Landerdale
Mefhodist Church, The couple
has three children, fennifer,
Michelle and Heather, and six
grardciildren — Mary Kate,
Trevar, Richie, fack and twins,
Aunsley and Madizsen,

The tag on the front af
Marnilyr's Tahee says if all ..
A we had Exern
grordcihildren were 56 much
fun, e wonld bave had Bem
first!”

Marilye wrote s stery in
November, after George W Bush
was ve-glected president of tihe
Linited States of Aweerica,

By Marilyn Scoti
special to Tha Star

These weeks after the elec-
tion hawe been very introspsec-
tive for me, It was a great reliel
o hawe this president back in
office,

[ feed that, finally, we hawe o
president who is truly @ man
who would make the founders
of this country prond. These
founders said we needed 1o
be poverned with praver and
hanesty,

He knew he need not cam-
piign very heavaly in the Deep
South = the Bible Belt, red-
neck headguarters. He knew
the values and morality we
hasee bere wonld previil,

Ane if did, 25 in record num-
bers the Christions of this
country finally said, “Encough!™
The echo of that majority vote
% wlill being heard across the
Gouniry.

If vosu keep up with politics,
v may know President Bush
garnered the largest number
of wotes ever — even thoungh

some in the media attempted
b ke g of it.

So now what? Finally, we
can be assured that 115,
Supreme  Court  Justices
selectad will have lﬁl.l-:a-l‘] fiial
and family values. We can also
b assured that the things we
hold dear in this country can
continue for at least four more
Years.

That, i itaelf, is a hige
relief.

Perhaps, we'll have
four more years of ...

Having a Chreistian as presk
dent will mean & 1ot in the
coming vears, Perhaps we will
nat lawee to argue the point with
the: liberal left abowt taking Cood
aut of everything we say, do
and feel — or of § our money.

F‘q-rh.'a]:x we will have foar
mare Years to go to the church
wie choose without having to
worry that some pastor aeine
where will have his church
removed firom the [RS rolls as a
tax-free  entity becaunse e
spoke  out against those in
peowier from the pulpit.

Perhaps we will have four
migre Years of a president who
belicves with all his heart that
children are a |'|I'l.:|."i.|||.|x O
el ity, not o ke killed as they
are belng barn.

Pq':l‘h.'a]:m we will have foir
mare Years of hearing a presk
dent praving for this country

and praving about his decisions

When war visits your generation

Angela Gawmber, 28, lives in Collinseille
and works af Daniels Roofing i
Meridign. She o5 married to Shawr
Gamber and they have ane daughier,
Madison, They eifend Pine Grove Charcl,

By Angela Gamber
special o The Star

Ewery generation has its own war sto-
ries. If you are my age, yvou have a grand-
daddy, great uncle or other male relative
who served in the Korean War. You also
probably have a father or uncle that serwed
in the Vietnam War.

Their stories never seem (o hit home
until they happen in your own generation ...

[ learned about the military from people
in my family who served in the Korean
War ar the Vietnam War, but in March
2002, my views changed. 1 married a won-
derful man named Shawn Gamber. Every-
thing | knew about the military few out the
window when 1 met him and his family.

His dad, John, is a Z0vear Navy vet-
eran. His mom, Becky, served in the Mavy
for several years. Shawn served in the
Mavy during the Bosnian Conflict and is a
Llikyvear veteran. His brothers Bryan and
Grary are Marines and his brother Kevin is
in the Air Foree.

This is where the stories and deploy-
meents really start to hit home. [ had always
admired military personnel and their fam-
ilies, but it is different when you are a part
of one.

War stories

The reality of how war works came to
life in February 2003, My brother-in-law
Gary received orders to go te [rag. Al
the same time, my brother-in-law Bryan

*

I think evervone in our
generalios has the mindse! thal
we are bulletproof and invincible.
We think nothing bad can
ever really happen. When you
have someone in your family
telling stories of people right
beside him or her being kifled
and shot al, you stop thinking
of yourself as guite so immortal.

wis deployed to the Persian Gulf and
later to the Liberian Coast.

The stories Gary told when he came
home seemed to come to life more than
any [ had ever heard before. 1 think
everyene in our generation has the
mindset that we are bulletproof and invin-
cible. We think nothing bad can ever
really happen.

When you have someosne in your
family telling stories of people right
beside him or her being killed and shot
at, you stop thinking of yourself as guite
g0 lmmaerial.

Then, as vou are watching the news
and hear about peaple like Chris Mabry,
Josh Ladd and Matt Stovall and all the
others who made the altimate sacrifice, it
becomes erystal clear ..

As 1 was writing this, we found sut
that may cousin, Stephen Stringfellow, will
be leaving for Irag. He is in the Missis-
gippi Air Mational Guard. He joined the
Guard after the war began. There are

ILLUETRATION BY EMILLM JONEE

SAFE RETURN HOME
MNorthwest Junior High School art students weare ashked to
craw picturss to salute LS. troops. Hera's what
ninth-gradar Emillic Jonss said about his drawing: “This
wias one way | could show my appreciation to svaryons
sarving in lrag. This parsen could be your brothar, father,
neighbor or your frisnd. Wa wish vou a safe return home.”

many peeople who do this sort of thing,
whe are willing to fight even when there
i% @ war going on,

[0 is easy Lo sign ap when things are
auiet with just the thought of war in the
bivck of vour mind, but when we are in the
midst of war, i takes o lot of praverful
thought to join ... It is scary, but reas-
suring, that we have brave men and
wormen on Che front lines defending this
wonder ful cowntry we call home,

Take time to say thanks

The military has always meant a lot o
me, These men and women sign adotted
line that means they may have to lay
down their lives, They take this risk for
peoples who appreciate them = and alsoe
for those who just take advantage of their
sacrifice,

When [ say take advantage of, T mean,
those that profest and talk bad about our
military, These people are able to do
these things becanse of our service men
anil wonmen.

Ohpe of my favorite Bible verses is Jobn
15:13: “Greater love has no one than this
that he lay down his life for his friends”

The next time you e 8 person in a
military uniferm, take the time to thank
him or her, They spend time away from
thedr families, They also don’t know when
they leave home whether they will come
back or not. These service men and
wormen consider you (heir friend, so they
should be treated the same,

To all the men and women whe have
serveld or are serving in the military, 1
want to take this time o sy thank you.
By dangehier will have a better life thanks
1o oall Wiall tlia,

for this country. In case some
af you may not know, the pres
ilent has a Presidential Prayer
Team which receives prayer
requests by e-mall telling us
what the president neads us to
ke praving for that particular
dlay or weaek,

Perhaps the country will
finally learn that there |s
absolutely no place in the LLS
Constitution that savs anything
about separation of church and
atate.

Doing the right thing

Mr. Bush knew lrang was
going to make him a target in
this electlon. We all knew that!

Bt he still was not careless
about 1t He did not attempt to
errove our eeldiers just to win
the election. Mr. Bush stoodd
his ground and sald, no matter
what, he was golng to do what
is right for this country and for
Irac.

It woiild have been s [SHELY
tor just pull troops out and have
a better line for the election
e, He knew le had to dio
the vight thing, even if it did
cost him the election. He never

stoodd down. He never qua-
vered, He never let the Dan
Eathers of this world get the
best of him.

[nstead, he stoad tall and let
the record speak for itself. The
only one leaving in disgrace
wils Hather.

Pvot long ago | received an -
mail about “rednecks.” It was a
take-off on all the redneck
jokes Jeff Foxworthy has left
us laughing with for many
YEiars,

Call us what you like

When the election was going
through its process, we heard
many people talk about the
conservative rednecks.

[ think that got some folks
riled up! Because all those red-
necks went o the polls and said
“*Dont Mess with the Prez from
Tewas — and don't mess with
his Bible-thumping, church-
going,  God-believing  red-
necks!”

We have enjoved redoeck
jokes for years, [ts fime to take
i reflective look at the core
beliefs of a culture that values
home, family, country and God.

[If [ had to stand before a
dozen  terrorists who  were
threatening my life, I'd choose
i hall-dezen or so rednecks o
back me up, Tire irons, soquirrel
guns and grit — that's what
rednecks are made of.”

| have a conlession o make:
| am a bona fide redneck!



